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Beiper  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

year  1925. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  ]\Iembers  of  the  Beeper  Urban  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

J liavo  the  lioiuuir  to  .'siiLmit.  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925, 
which  is  in  the  form  of  a Survey  Report. 

Tlie  Registrar  General  has  provided  corrected  returns  of  Births 
and  Deaths,  and  an  estimate  of  the  population. 

During  the  1 ist  5 years  much  work  has  been  done  regarding  sewer 
ing  the  di-trict,  tlie  whole  of  the  Far  Laund  and  Over  Lane  districts 
having  been  sewered  and  connections  have  been  made  to  the  whole  of 
the  dwellings  affected.  4 houses  on  Hopping  Hill  have  been  con- 
nected up  to  an  extended  .sewer,  hut  there  is  still  much  new  sewering 
to  lie  done  for  the  remainder  of  Hopjung  Hill,  Hopping  Hill  Terrace, 
Shaw  Lane,  Lane  End,  Sot’s  Hole,  The  Bent,  and  also  Broadholme, 
and  I should  like  to  see  work  commenced  in  these  distrii-ts  as  soon  as 
possible,  especially  Hopping  Hill  area  and  Shaw  Lane. 

During  the  last  5 years  823  pail  closets  and  privies  have  been  con- 
verted into  the  water  carriage  system.  Of  that  number  25  were 
done  in  1925.  You  will  see  that  a large  amount  of  work  has 
been  done  in  this  direction. 

The  Destructor  was  opened  in  1924,  and  house  to  house  collection 
of  refuse  has  been  carried  out  systematically,  and  must  have  proved  a 
great  boon  to  the  inhabitants,  especially  those  people  who  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  tip  at  Windy  Gap.  Only  one  refuse  tip  is  in  use  at 
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the  present  time,  namely,  at  Ramlbeil  Lane.  A baleing  machine  for 
compressine;  ohl  tins  salved  from  the  honseliold  refuse  has  been 
installeil  a little  over  a year.  The  tins  are  .sidd  at  price.s  ranging  from 
27/0  to  45/-  [ler  ton,  which  amount  goes  towards  helping  the  rates. 
During  1925  tlie  ;iinount  .secured  was  £59  Is.  9d.  At  the  present 
time  a plant  is  being  installed  f')r  using  up  the  waste  steam  from  the 
destructor,  and  utilising  it  for  compressed  air  in  place  of  co.il,  which 
should  be  a considerable  saving  to  the  rates. 

Other  important  recommendaDions  I should  like  to  suggest  are  : — 

1.  The  provision  of  a public  abattoir. 

2.  The  institution  of  byelaws  relating  to  the  use  of  the 

human  kilh  r. 

3.  The  more  general  provision  of  galvani.«ed  zinc  ash  bins  to 

eveiy  house,  although  much  work  has  been  done  in  this 

direction. 

4.  The  provision  of  bye-laws  regulating  the  depositing  of 

refuse,  orai;ge  peel,  paper,  etc.,  on  the  street  and  market. 

5.  An  ambulance  for  accidents  and  non-infectious  cases. 

6.  A public  mortuary. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  1925  are  very  favourable.  The  infantile 
death  rate,  GO  3 per  1000  birth’,  is  much  lower  than  the  previous 
year,  when  it  was  S9'7  per  1000  births  registered.  The  number  of 
births  registered  in  1925  was  265,  against  245  in  1924. 

I shoidd  again  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the 
Clerk,  Mr.  J.  P.  R.  Pym,  for  their  valued  help  and  co-operation. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Statham,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  done  a vast  amount 
of  valuable  work,  and  I thank  him  for  bis  able  assistance.  Early  in 
the  year  he  was  olf  duty  for  two  months,  but  I am  pleased  to  say  that 
he  is  now  rejiorted  “ quite  cured.” 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RICHARD  C.  ALLEN", 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bei.peu,  March,  1926. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1925. 

0 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres — Land,  3182  ; Water,  57  ; Total,  3239. 
Rateahlo  Value,  £46,356. 

General  District  Rate  for  year,  5/4  in  the  £ 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £193. 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  granted  in  the  year,  £1092  19.s.  Od.,  against 
£1290  Is.  6d.  in  1924. 

Exfranfs  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the.  year. 

PopuDtion— 1911,  11,640.  1921,  12,125.  Estimated,  1925,  12,870. 

No.  of  inhahited  houses,  2909. 

No.  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  2999. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  — 39. 

Chief  occupations  of  inhabitants — Cotton  and  hosiery,  ironworkers  and 
coal  mining. 

Number  of  births  registered,  129  males,  136  females.  Total  265. 
Number  of  illegitimate  births,  6 ,,  5 ,,  ,,  11. 

Birth  Rate,  20  59  per  1000  of  population. 

Number  of  Deaths,  142.  77  males,  65  females.  Death  Rate  per  1000 

of  population,  11 ’03.  Infants  under  One  year  of  age,  18. 

Infantile  mortality  per  1000  births,  00'3. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — None. 
Deaths  from  Measles,  2. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 yeais),  0. 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  1. 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria.  2 males,  2 females.  Total  4. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate,  0'54. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate,  0 62. 

Respiratory  Death  Rate,  D17. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  Urban  District  of  Belper  occupies  almost  tlie  centre  of  the 
County  of  Dcrliy,  on  the  water  shed  of  tlie  River  Derwent,  which 
flows  tlirough  the  Western  portion  from  North  to  Soutli.  It  is  sur- 
rounded by  the.  Rural  District  of  Relper,  rvitli  the  exception  of  a small 
portion  at  the  North  and  North-East,  which  adj  >ins  the  Heage  Urban 
District.  The  elevation  of  the  district  varies  from  200  to  4 50  feet 
above  the  sea  level. 

Geoh'gically  Relper  is  divided  into  two  areas,  roughly  separated 
by  the  Derwent.  On  the  East  of  the  river  the  geological  formation 
belongs  in  the  main  to  the  upprer  coal  measure,  with  well  defined 
escarpments  of  millstone  grit.  On  the  West  of  the  river  the  coal 
itieasures  have  been  denuded  away,  and  larger  areas  of  gritstone  area 
exposed. 

Principal  occupations  of  the  population  : coal  mining,  iron  mould- 
ing, colbrn  and  hosiery  working. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Ho.spitals  pi’ovided  or  subsidised  by  this  Local  Authority  or  by  the 
County  Council  : 

TuDEiiCULOSis.  The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  held  at  the  County 
Offices,  Derby,  and  is  open  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  every  week,  the 
former  day  for  children  only.  Tubercular  jratients  are  also  visited  at 
their  homes  from  time  to  time,  both  by  the  Tuberculosis  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Health  Visitors. 

The  County  Sanitorium  is  at  Walton,  near  Chesterfield. 

M.4.TERN1TY.  No  liospi'al  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a 
maternity  ward  at  the  Union  Workhouse  for  poor  persons. 

Children.  No  hospital  in  the  district.  The  Derby  Royal  Infir- 
mary has  a children’s  ward,  and  there  is  also  a Children’s  Hospital  in 
Derby. 

Fever  : Belper  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  at  Heage,  Nr.  Belper. 
Beds  : Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever — 50.  Small  Pox — 12. 

Plans  are  now  in  the  process  of  being  prepared  for  an  addition  of 
24  beds,  and  it  is  hoped  to  begin  building  opjerations  this  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  {a)  For  Infectious  cases  by  Ambulance 
supplied  by  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Committee,  {h)  For  non- 
infections  cases — None,  but  a Red  Cross  Ambulance  can  be  obtained 
from  Derby,  which  can  be  had  at  a reduced  fee  for  poor  people. 
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Clinics  and  Tricatmisnt  Crntres.  Tlie  Doibyshire  Cmuity  Council 
hold  a School  Clinic  and  Child  Wclfai'c  Centre  at  Green  Hail,  Belper, 
two  days  per  week.  Dental  Surgeons  and  an  Oi)htlialinic  Surgeon  also 
visit  this  centre. 

Treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is  at  tiie  Royal  Infirmary, 
Derby,  there  being  separate  sessions  for  males  and  females. 


Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; Part  time. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : Whole  time.  Holds  the  two  certificate-^  from 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Salary  contribution  to  the  above  Officers  is  made  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Health  Visitors  supplied  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  (/i)  General.  By  two  Nur.ses 
employed  by  the  Belper  Nursing  Association,  (h)  For  Infectious 
Diseases,  None.  {<:)  Midwifery  by  2 Nurses  employed  by  the 
Belper  Nuising  Association,  and  2 private  midwives. 

The  Belper  Nursing  Association  is  run  in  conjunction  with  the 
Belper  Humane  Society,  and  is  voluntarily  supported  with  a grant 
from  the  Urban  Council. 

Chemical  Work.  Pathological  and  bacteriological  e.Kaminations 
are  made  fri-e  of  charge  at  the  County  Offices,  Derby  (Derbyshire 
County  Council). 

Number  of  specimens  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  by  private 
practitionei’s  during  the  year  1925. 


Enteric  Fever 

Positive. 

Nri/nfive. 

16 

Total. 

16 

Diphtheria 

95 

392 

487 

Phthisis 

...  21 

81 

102 

Miscellaneous 

5 

7 

12 

Totals 

...  121 

490 

617 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS,  and  REGULATIONS 

in  force  in  ihe  District. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1885. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Heallli  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Parts. 

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  1907,  Parts  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  Sec. 

95,  Part  10. 

Batlis  and  Washouses  Acts. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Nuisances. 

Oftensive  Trades. 

Regulations — Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  The  public  water  supply  to  Belper  is  more  than 
sulHcient  for  the  needs  of  the  district,  and  is  obtained  from  a deep 
well,  120  feet  deep,  situated  on  the  West  side  of  the  town,  and  springs 
at  three  reservoirs.  Parts  of  the  Rural  District  of  Belper  and  Heage 
are  also  supplied  from  the  deep  well.  The  spring  at  Springwood  yields 
approx.  41  gallon.s  in  37  seconds  ; Bullsmoor  4 gallons  in  5 seconds  ; 
and  there  i.s  also  the  spring  at  Lady  Well  which  yields  more  water 
than  is  used. 

Tliere  are  still  a few  wells  left  in  the  district,  but  those  at  Sots 
Hole  and  the  Rough  weie  discontinued  in  1923,  and  town  water 
substituted,  as  it  was  found  that  the  water  from  the  wells  was  pol- 
luted. In  June,  1925,  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  a well  at 
the  Dally  which  sujtplies  five  houses,  and  also  from  a well  at  Sycamore 
Faiin.  The  analytical  report  showed  that  the  former  water  contained 
approximately  one  twenty-ninth  of  a grain  of  lead  per  gallon — a 
decidedly  dangerous  amount.  The  wells  have  been  cleaned  out  and 
lepaired.  Town  water  shouhl  be  laiil  on  to  the  former  cottages 
forthwith. 

1G8  houses  l)el'mging  to  C.  H.  Strutt,  E.sq.,  D.L.,  have  a private 
supply  of  very  wholesome  water,  which  is  drawn  from  a reservoir 
which  is  situated  near  .Mount  Pleasant,  Belper. 
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The  following  are  copies  of  the  analytical  re[)orls  on  the  water 
from  Bullsmoor^  Lady^yell,  Herhert  Strutt  Waterwoiks,  & Springwood. 


1. 


Spring,  Bullsimor  Reservoir. 


Fai  ta 


Total  Solid  Matter 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

Chlorine 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours  at  80°  Fahr. 

1 Temporary 
Permanent 
Total 


pp.r  100,000 
20  0 
0001 
0001 
0-11 
1 -85 
0003 
1-20 
lOTo 
11 '35 


Appearance  in  2 ft.  tube 
Metals 


Clear,  slightly  yellowish 
None 


In  appearance  the  sample  was  clear  and  slightly  yellowish  in  colour. 

The  analytical  results  show  the  water  to  contain  only  a small 
proportion  of  organic  matter,  and  there  is  no  indication  of  tlic  occur- 
ence of  pollution. 

As  a result  of  chemical  analysis,  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is 
of  satisfactory  quality  for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  hardness  is  moilerate  in  amount. 


2.  Spring,  Ladywell  Reservoir. 

Parts  prr  100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  ...  ...  23'0 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0-001 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0-001 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

0-0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours  at  80°  Fahr. 

0 003 

I Temjxirary 

8-40 

Hardness  ^Permanent 

9-14 

J Total 

17-54 

Appearance  in  2 ft.  tube  ...  Clear, 

greenish  blue 

iSIetals 

None 

In  appearance  the  sample  was  clear  and  slightly  greeidsh-blue  in 
colour. 

The  analytical  results  show  the  water  to  contain  only  a small 
proportion  of  organic  matter,  and  thei’e  is  no  indication  of  the  occur- 
ence of  pollution. 

As  a result  of  chemical  analysis,  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water 
is  of  .satisfactory  quality  fur  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  hardne.ss  is  distinctly  high. 
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Spring,  Springwood  Eeservoir. 

Pai  ts  per  100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter 

195 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0005 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0001 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

0-22 

Chlorine 

• • • » • • 

1-8 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hour.s  at  80°  Fahr.  0 002 

1 

1 Temporary 

1-35 

Haidness 

^Permanent 

10-45 

1 Total 

11-80 

Appearance  in  2 ft.  tube 

Clear,  greenish  yellow 

Metals 

• • • 

None 

In  appearance  the  ?ami)l6  was  clear  and  greenish  yellow  in  colour. 

The  analytical  results  show  the  water  to  contain  only  a small 
proportion  of  organic  matter,  and  there  is  no  indication  of  the  occur- 
ence of  pollution. 

As  a result  of  chemical  analysis,  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is 
of  satisfactory  quality  for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  hardness  is  moderate  in  amount. 


4.  Deep  Well,  Herbert  Strutt  Waterworks,  Belper. 

Parts  per  lOOfiOO 

Total  Solid  Matter  ..  ...  27‘0 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0-001 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0 0015 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

0-05 

Chlorine 

1-8 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours  at  80°  Fahr. 

0-005 

1 Temporary 

10-36 

Hanlness  [Permanent 

11-14 

I Total 

21-50 

Appearance  in  2 ft.  tube  ...  Clear  and  bluish 

Metals  ...  ...  ...  None 


In  appearance  the  sample  was  clear  and  bright  and  of  good 
colour. 

The  analytical  results  show  tlie  water  to  contain  only  a small 
proportion  of  organic  matter,  and  there  is  no  indication  of  the  occur- 
ence of  pollution. 

As  a result  of  chemical  analysis,  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water 
is  of  satisfactory  quality  for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  hardness  is  distinctly  high. 
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8moke  Abatement.  Several  complaints  have  heen  made  as  to 
hlack  smoke  being  einitled  from  factory  chimneys,  esi)ecially  from  the 
factory  of  Messrs.  Ward,  Sturt  iV  Sharp,  and  also  from  the  Pumping 
Station  at  the  Waterworks.  I understand  that  certain  alterations  are 
to  take  place  at  the  former  factory,  and  it  is  hoped  these  will  have  the 
desired  effect.  A great  deal  of  the  trouble  is  caused  by  had  stoking. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act.  For  the  last  four  years  we 
have  had  a “ Rat  Week  ” in  Belper,  when  Virus  is  distributed  free  to 
those  who  ask  for  it.  During  the  week  in  1925  thirty  applications 
were  received.  At  the  Outfall  Works,  where  rats  are  bound  to  collect, 
every  effort  is  made  to  destroy  the  vermin  from  time  to  time. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year. 

The  following  number  of  cases  were  notified  for  the  years  1921- 
1925  inclusive,  and  are  useful  for  comparison  : 
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13 

2 

14 

18 

6 
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1922 

...  16 

7 

1 

3 

17 

1 

. . • 

0 

4 4 4 

1 

1923 

...  38 

11 

1 

5 

22 

4 

. 4 . 

8 

1 

1 

1924 

...  47 

22 

• • • 

7 

17 

8 

• • • 

3 

1 

1 

1925 

...  77 

67 

• » ■ 

17 

34 

4 

. 4 • 

2 

2 

2 

It  will  be  seen  there  has  been  a decided  increase  in  the  number  of 
case.s  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  last  year, 
but  the  absence  of  Enteric  Fever  and  the  few  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  the  latter  being  a gonorrhoeal  infection  of  the  eyes,  the 
commonest  cause  of  blindness  in  infants,  are  gratifying  features. 


Notes  on  certain  individual  Notifiable  Diseases. 

ScARi.ET  Fever.  It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  last  year  the 
number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  has  been  much  in  excess  of  those  of  the 
preceding  4 years,  and  that  the  cases  have  been  pretty  evenly  distri- 
buted in  the  4 Wards  of  ihe  District.  The  disease  has  been  of  a 
very  mild  type,  so  mild  indeed  that  a number  of  cases  have,  no  doubt, 
been  missed,  but  have  nevertheless  acted  as  carriers.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year  was  one. 
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Diphtheria.  Here  again  we  find  a very  mucli  larger  number  of 
cases  than  in  the  preceding  years,  and  a great  majority  of  the  cases 
came  from  the  North  Ward,  or  in  other  words  occurred  in  pupils 
attending  the  Long  Row  Schools,  of  which  institution  I shall  have 
something  to  say  later.  During  the  last  year  there  have  been  two 
epidemics  of  this  disease  at  the  latter  School,  and  they  have  caused 
your  Inspector  and  myselt  a vast  amount  of  work  and  anxiety.  We 
have  on  several  occa'ions  taken  swabs  from  all  the  pupils,  and  on  two 
occasions  we  foumi  children  attending  School  with  a membrane 
present  on  their  tonsils.  We  have  also  foumi  a considerable  number 
who  showed  no  symptoms,  but  in  whose  throat  Diphtheria  Bacilli 
were  present.  Wlien  these  were  found  the  children  have  been  sent 
home,  their  Doctor  notified,  and  it  is  in  a great  measure  due  to  such 
cases  as  these  that  there  have  been  such  a large  numlter  of  Diphtheria 
cases  notified  during  the  last  year.  In  several  instances  we  found  two 
or  more  in  the  same  household  who  were  positive.  One  of  the 
teachers  at  Long  Row  School  was  found  to  be  affected,  and  she  has 
been  off  duty  for  several  months  as  she  is  a “ carrier  ” still. 

The  disease  on  the  whole  has  been  mild  in  character,  but  tliere  have 
been  several  bad  cases,  and  I am  sorry  to  report  4 deaths  as  due  to 
this  malady. 

Small  Pox.  2 cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  a young 
man  who  worked  at  the  L.M.S.  Works  at  Derby,  where  the  disease 
has  been  most  prevalent,  and  the  other  to  a young  man  who  had  visited 
friends  in  the  North  of  the  County,  where  the  disease  was  prevalent. 
I am  sure  we  are  to  bo  congratulated  upon  keeping  the  number  of 
cases  so  small,  especially  so  when  one  considers  the  large  number  of 
cases  that  have  occurred  in  Derby  and  other  parts  of  the  County. 
Most  strict  attention  has  been  paid  by  your  Inspector  and  myself  to 
follow  up  all  contacts  and  have  tbem  vaccinated,  and  in  both  cases 
where  the  malady  "ccurred  all  the  clothing  and  bedding  was  burnt, 
the  furniture  and  room  disinfected  and  washed,  a very  expensive 
procedure,  but  exceedingly  cheap  and  efficacious  when  we  have  kept 
the  number  of  cases  down  to  two,  and  no  member  of  either  family 
becoming  affected  witli  tlie  disease.  It  is  surprising  how  so  few  of 
the  children  are  vaccinated. 

Enteric  Fever.  Only  four  cases  during  the  last  five  years  in  the 
District,  whilst  there  has  not  been  any  during  the  last  two  years,  a 
most  gratifying  feature. 

Puerperal  Fever.  There  ha.s  not  been  a case  of  this  disease 
notified  in  the  district  during  the  last  five  yeans. 

Tuberculosis.  It  will  be  seen  that  a large  number  of  cases  of 
this  disease  have  been  notified  during  the  last  five  years,  and  last  year 
there  were  38,  which  is  much  in  excess  of  tho.se  in  previous  years. 
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Belpnr  is  a vory  l)arl  spot  for  tliia  disease,  as  it  lies  itracticdly  in  a 
vall(\V  witli  tlie  river  rumiiiig  tlinmgli  it.  Rlieuinatisin  and  Cancer 
are  also  prevalent  affections  and  probably  due  to  the  same  cause. 

At  the  present  time  cases  of  Tnberculosi.s  are  diagnosed  earlier  and 
more  accurately  than  formerly,  due  to  more  scientific  investigations, 
and  also  due  to  the  childien  being  examined  at  intervals  at  School, 
and  it  is  in  this  way  that  we  get  a larger  number  of  cases  notified. 
When  a case  of  Tuberculosis  is  notified  the  remaimler  of  the  house- 
hold is  invariably  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  or  advised  to 
undergo  a thorough  examination. 

When  extra  nourishment  is  required  for  patients  living  at  home, 
milk,  cod  liver  oil  and  malt,  etc.,  is  supplied  by  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

An  Orthoepoedic  Hospital  and  Hospital  for  tuberculous  diseases  of 
the  joints  and  bones  is  now  in  course  of  completion  for  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council  at  Ifretby,  near  Burton-on-Trent. 

Shelter.s  are  supplied  for  the  use  of  tubercular  patients  at  home  by 
the  County  Council,  and  supervision  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Inspection  of  midwives  is  undertaken  by  Inspectors  from  the 
County  Council. 

Deaths  in  child  birth,  I am  most  pleased  to  report,  that  during  tlie 
last  5 years  there  has  not  been  a single  death  in  the  District  due  to 
child  birth  or  in  consequence  of  it. 

The  Infants’  Welfare  Section  at  Creen  Hall  has  during  the  year 
demonstrated  methods  of  children’s  clothing,  right  and  wrong  methods 
of  feeding,  care  of  the  teeth,  and  models  of  simple  methods  of  cot 
construction. 

Dining  the  year  192.5  there  was  only  one  death  umler  1 year, 
ascribed  as  due  to  zymotic  causes,  namely  Measles. 

During  the  year  2 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified. 
One  was  treated  at  home  and  the  other  at  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary, 
and  both  were  cured  with  vision  unimpaired. 


Schools. 

There  are  11  Schools  in  the  Di.-^trict,  and  all  have  on  several 
occa^^ions  during  the  last  year  been  inspected  liy  me.  In  my  report 
to  you  for  the  year  1923  I stated  “ the  cleanliness  of  the  Schools  of 
Bel  per  is  of  a very  low  standard  in  many  cases,”  and  1 am  very  sorry 
to  have  to  again  repeat  it  in  thi.s  report,  although  I must  say  there  has 
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Vieon  a most  m.'irkeil  imprnvemoiit  in  tlie  Higli  Street  Infants’  School, 
ami  also  in  the  Cow  Hill  (lirls’  School. 

In  my  1923  re|)oi't  1 stated  “ 1 have  in  former  reports  brought  to 
your  notice  the  unhygienic  conditions  prevailing  at  Long  How  Boys’ 
and  Infants’  Schools,  but  so  far  there  are  no  signs  of  any  satisfactory 
structural  alterations  having  taken  place,”  and  novv  in  the  early  months 
of  1926  we  are  in  the  same  state,  or  even  worse.  Building  I know  at 
the  present  time  entads  a big  expenditure,  but  I do  think  the  two 
above  Scbools  should  have  had  some  attention  ere  this.  I have 
already  alluded  to  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  and  vScarlet  Fever  at 
these  Schools.  The  floor  lioarding  here  is  bad  ami  defective,  and  in 
])arts  there  are  large  lioles.  There  is  no  covering  to  the  ground, 
allowing  the  ground  air  to  enter  the  rooms,  and  the  presence  of  rats  is 
a most  deploralde  condition.  The  ground  here  should  be  covered  with 
some  impervious  material  such  as  ashphalt  or  concrete,  and  hard  floors 
substituted.  The  bad  state  of  the  Pottery  School  play  grounds  has 
been  brought  to  your  notice  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  nothing 
has  been  done  to  remedy  this  defect.  The  interior  of  the  Schools 
themselves  badly  require  a coat  of  paint.  Certain  representations 
have  been  made  during  the  year  to  tlie  School  Authorities  concerning 
the  imsanitary  condition  of  the  urinal  at  the  National  School.  This 
has  been  enlarged,  but  tlu  re  should  certainly  be  installed  an  autinnatic 
flushing  apparatus,  as  during  the  hot  weather  the  adjacent  main  hall 
has  a most  unwholesome  smell. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  arc  80  Factories  and  Workshops  registered  in  the  District, 
including  11  Bakehouses.  All  of  these  have,  been  visited  on  several 
Occasions  during  the  year,  and  1 am  pleased  to  say  they  have  been 
kept  in  a satisfactory  nrinner,  and  not  a single  notice  has  had  to  bo 
served  on  the  owners. 


Kivers  and  SrmcAMS.  A groat  de.d  has  been  accomplished  during 
tiie  last  5 years  in  I he  matter  of  puriHcation  and  the  prevention  of 
deleterious  and  poisonous  substances  tinding  their  way  into  our  local 
wat(>r  courses. 

Pi  evioiis  to  the  middle  of  192.5  certain  waste  liquid  from  the  dye 
house  of  Messrs  Ward,  Sturt  A Sharp  was  discnarged  into  the  brook 
whi(h  flows  into  the  Derwent.  Due  to  our  representations  this 
liructice  was  di.scontinucd,  and  the  dyeing  liquid  now  is  di.schargcd 
into  the  main  sewer  wdien  cooled.  At  Broadholme  there  is  no  sewer, 
and  from  here  the  waste  water  and  liijuid  tilth  is  discharged  into  a 
stieam  which  leads  into  the  river.  This  condition  also  occurs  in  part 
of  the  Hopping  Hill  area. 
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Since  tlie  advent  of  dhe  Destructor,  aiid  tlie  closing  of  the  tip  at 
Walker  Holtiin,  the  Oondiiion  of  the  Coppice  Brook  has  much 
improved. 

DiiAiNAGE  AND  SEWBiiAGE.  It  is  with  regict  that  1 have  perforce 
to  bring  tiefore  your  notice  again  that  there  are  several  portions  of  the 
district  that  are  not  yet  connected  with  the  local  sewer,  which  are  as 
follows  ; Hopping  Hill  and  Ho[)ping  Hill  Terrace,  Shaw  Lane,  Broad- 
holme,  Helper  Lane  End,  Sots  Hole,  and  the  Bent.  All  these  places 
have  been  brought  to  your  notice  as  a “ hardy  annual  ” for  many  years. 
As  far  back  as  1912  my  late  father,  the  M.O.H.,  reported  thereon. 
Plans  for  the  sewering  of  the  Hopping  Hill  area  are,  1 believe,  in  the 
j)r  ices.s  of  being  prepared,  and  1 should  like  to  see  this  work  com- 
pleted before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  proper  conversions  to  the 
w'ater  carriage  system  made. 

I'hero  are  two  large  houses,  which  are  practically  in  the  centre  of 
the  town,  namely,  The  Poplars,  Swdnney  Lane,  and  Field  Head  House, 
whose  draii.s  are  not  connected  to  the  sewer.  Complaints  are  con- 
stantly reaching  me  concerning  the  overflow  from  the  respective  cess- 
pools. The  drains  from  both  these  houses  should  be  connected 
forthwith  to  the  nearest  sewer,  and  if  this  Avere  done  it  would  both  be 
a health  and  a financial  success. 

Dining  1922  the  much  needed  extension  of  the  sewering  of  the 
far  end  id  Over  Lane,  and  also  the  Far  Laund  districts,  w'as  carried 
into  effect  and  the  drains  brought  up  to  modern  rcnuirement. 

Ci.osiiT  Accommodatiom.  This  matter  has  received  the  closest 
attention  of  your  oliieials,  and  the  following  conversions  have  taken 
place  : 

1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

Conversion  of  privies  into  AV.C.s  ...  22  39  31  3 7 

,,  pail  closets  ,,  ,,  ...  41  74  69  29  18 

You  will  see  that  a large  number  of  conversions  have  taken  place, 
but  as  time  goes  on  one  is  being  left  with  privies  and  pail  closets  that 
are  being  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  legally  cannot  be  con- 
demned, and  we  are  now  approaching  the  time  when  the  Council 
will  have  to  take  into  consideration  the  question  of  oifering  a gratuity 
to  the  owners  as  an  inducement  for  conversion. 

At  the  present  time  there,  are  approximately  the  following  number 
of  privies  and  pail  closets— 97  privies,  560  pail  closets. 

Scavenging.  This  is  done  by  men  employed  by  theU.D.C.,  with 
the  exception  of  the  East  Ward,  w'here  it  is  done  by  contract.  The 
removal  of  nighlsoil  now'  takes  place  between  the  hours  of  10  p.m.  and 
6 j).m.  The  nightsoil  is  given  to  the  farmers,  and  is  mixed  with  earth 
and  lime  and  u.-'ed  as  a manure  for  the  land. 
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Household  refuse,  gailrage,  etc.,  which  was  previou.'^ly  sent  to  the 
various  tips,  is  now  destroyed  at  the  Destructor  which  was  installed 
in  1923.  Very  few  coiii]>laints  reach  me  concerning  the  collectinii, 
but  the  more  univers'il  u.-e  of  zinc  ash  bins  should  be  enforced,  though 
during  the  last  few  years  the  practice  of  having  the.se  hin.s  has  la-en 
on  the  increase.  Tip|iing  has  ceased  altogether  at  Wind}'  Gap,  but  I 
should  like  to  see  trees  planted  sucli  as  elderberry  on  the  site,  and  all 
the  old  tins  collected  up.  The  cost  of  scavenging  for  the  year  1925 
rvas  £785  14s.  4d.,  giving  it  at  6 per  house. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Premises  and  occujiations  which  are  controlled  by  Bye-laws  and 
Eegulations  : 

There  are  18  Fried  Fisli  shops  in  the  district,  and  all  have  been 
visited  on  numerous  occasions,  and  found  kept  satisfactory.  There  still 
remains  a few  of  the  old  fashioned  style  of  stoves  which  allows  the 
surrounding  walls  to  he  sialashed,  and  thus  become  saturated  with  oil. 

Rag  and  Bone  Stoues.  There  is  one  on  the  site  of  tne  old  tip 
at  Windy  Gap,  concerning  which  I have  received  no  complaint. 

Lodging  Houses.  Tlicre  is  only  one  registered  in  the  district. 
The  cleanliness  of  the  house  is  satisfactoiy  and  the  conduct  of  the 
house  i.s  good. 


Food. 


hutitection  nf  preminex  where  Foad  is  prepared. 

Frequent  vi.'it.s  of  inspection  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  this 
important  woik. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  11  of  these  in  tlie  District.  Most  of 
tliese  are  of  the  modern  type,  which  must  have  a tendency  towards 
cleanliness  as  the  method  of  firing  is  outside  the  bakehouse.  White- 
washing  has  keen  kept  u[)  to-date,  and  tliere  has  been  no  cause  for 
notices  to  be  served. 


Si.AUGUTKii-HousES.  There  are  10  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 
These  have  Ireen  frequently  inspected  and  found  well  kept,  and  the 
quality  of  the  meat  has  been  very  good.  I have  frequently  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  provision  of  a public  abattoir  is  an  object  to  be 
aimed  at,  in  order  to  centralise  the  whole  of  the  slaughtering,  and  to 
facilitate  adequate  inspection,  and  I am  also  much  in  favour  of  the 
use  of  tlie  “ humane  killer.” 
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Till!  1925  Meal  Ri!;;nlations  liavi!  lioen  can  ii  il  out  f lirly  well,  Imt 
in  OIK'  case  tlir  slaugli:ei'-housi;  has  not  yet  liecii  brought  up  to  reqnire- 
inents  in  spite  of  representations  that  liave  been  made  both  to  the 
Council  and  the  owner  of  the  property. 

Daiiues,  Cowsheds,  and  Midkshops.  There  are  23  milk  pro- 
ducers in  the  District,  on  the  register,  whilst  the  number  of  jiersons 
selling  milk  is  44.  These  premises  have  been  frequently  visited  and 
improvements  have  been  made.  The  problem  of  a wholesome  milk 
supply  is  obviously  a large  one,  and  in  practise  a very  difficult  one, 
but  I am  of  the  opinion  that  much  could  and  should  be  done  to  give 
a cleaner  milk  sujiply,  and  it  is  u|)  to  the  farmers  to  keep  the  sheds 
cattle,  and  daily  ut'-nsils  as  clean  as  possible. 

At  a very  moderate  estimate  15%  of  the  cows  in  this  country  are 
tuberculous,  and  1 to  2 % are  yielding  virulent  tubercle  baccilli  in 
the  milk,  luit  it  is  hoped  that  in  time  the  1925  Tuberculosis  Order 
will  have  the  desired  effi  ct  of  ridding  us  of  tne  animals  giving  milk 
containing  tuliercle  I acilli.  On  many  occasions,  since  the  order  came 
into  force,  1 have  had  to  inspect  carcases  of  cattle  condemned  by  the 
Sheffield  Authorities  giving  tubercular  milk,  and  during  these  inspec- 
tions it  has  been  forcibly  brought  to  my  notice  the  necessity  of  every 
Authority  having  the  milk  coming  into  its  area  from  all  sources 
systematically  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  from  time  to  time. 

Sale  of  Food  & Drugs  Acts.  These  Acts  are  administered  by 
the  County  Council.  The  following  are  the  details  of  the  sanqiles 
collected  by  Inspect')!'  Etchells  in  the  Helper  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1925  : 

Total  samples,  69 — Adulterated,  1 
Milk  samples  only,  33 — Adulterated  1 

Included  in  the  total  samples  were  4 samples  of  preserved  cream  ; 
these  were  all  genuine  and  were  correctly  labelled. 


Deaths  registered  during  the  Year  1925  classified 
by  age  and  cause. 


Deatlis  in  vvliolo  District  at 
snlijoincd  Acres. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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Deaths 

in 

Public 
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tions. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

0 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

4 

. . 

2 

1 
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. . . 

Influenza 

4 

1 

1 

• . ♦ 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  .. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

1 

6 

1 

2 

Other  Tul'ercnlous  Diseases 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease... 

17 

2 

10 

3 

2 

8 

Rheumatic.  Fever 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Cerebral  llfemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

8 
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3 

3 
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Heart  Di.sease  ... 
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Arterio-sclero.sis 
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Bronchitis 
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Pneumonia,  all  forms 
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... 

1 

Other  Kespiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  ,ir  Dm;- 
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... 
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... 

Diarrhoea,  Ac.  (under  2 year.') 

1 

... 

... 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis... 
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• • . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• • • 

Acute  and  Clironic  Nephritis 
Congenital  deliilitv  and  nial- 

6 
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3 
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1 

formation,  premature  birtli 

4 

4 

... 

... 

2 

Suicide 

2 

... 

1 

1 

• . • 

Other  deaths  fr  nn  violence... 

8 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

Other  defined  diseases 

26 

4 

2 

... 

2 

6 

12 

16 

Tot.ds 

142 

18 

7 

5 

6 

3 

2G 

36 

17 

27 

48 

J)eatli  Rite  for  tlie  year  is  11  03  per  ihousind. 


Of  tile  48  Deatlis  that  look  place  in  the  Union  Woikhouse,  7 belonged  to  the 
Helper  Parish,  and  41  to  the  other  Parishes  of  the  Union.  The  average  agj  of 
the  total  number  which  occurred  in  this  Institution  was  65'04. 


18 


Births  during  the  year  1925. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Xov.  Dec. 

Males  ...  12  8 8 5 13  14  9 12  12  1 1 9 14 

Feinalos...  11  8 14  13  10  15  7 13  15  9 4 11 

Illegitiniaie  2 112  4 1 2 

Totals  — Male-^,  127;  Females,  130;  Illegitimate,  13 

The  above  are  the  total  number  of  Births  registere<1  in  the  District. 
The  retmiis  from  the  R.G.,  which  allows  for  Binhs  that  took  place  in  the 
District,  but  really  belong  to  other  Districts  and  vice  versa,  are  taken 
into  account.  The  total  number  of  Births  proper  for  the  District  is  : 

Males  129.  Females  136.  Of  that  number  11  are  Illegitimate. 


Infantile  Mortality. 
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Premature  Births, 

2 
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2 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

Maiasmus 

Convulsions 

2 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

Accident 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  ... 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

1 

1 

Spina  Bifida  ... 

1 

1 

' 

Totals 

8 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

4 

1 
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The  Infantile  Death  Kate  is  60‘3  per  1000  Births. 


'I'he  17  Deaths  from  Cancer  are  tabulated  as  follows  as  to  position, 
and  age  of  patients. 
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Infectious  Diseases.  Cases  notified  during 

year  1926 

Number  of  Case.-^. 

Removed  to 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

34 

11 

Tuberculiisis — Other  Forms  ... 

4 

• . . 

Smallpox 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

77 

64 

Diphtheria 

67 

34 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever 

. . • . . 

. . . 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  ... 

. . . 

Cerebr.j-spinal  Fever 

...  ... 

. . . 

Ery.sipidas 

2 

. . . 

Oplithalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

Encephalitis  Letbargica 

Pneumonia 

17 

205 

112 

Analysis  of  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  under 

Age  Groups. 


T u be  re  u 1 os  i.s-  P LI  1 in  o 1 1 ary 
Utlier  Furins 

Small  Pox 
Sciirlot  Fi'ver 
Diphtluiia 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever 
Puerjieral  Fever 
Cereliro-Sidiial  Fever  ... 
Erysipela.s 

Oplithahnia  NeonaLoruin 
Enceiihalitis  Lcthargiea 
Pneumonia 
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17 
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34 
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3 

17 
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6 

12 

13 

53 

42 

1 

2023 

1 

12 

112 
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Prevalence  of  Notifiable  Diseases. 

Number  of  cases  notified  montlily. 
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Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  different  Wards 
of  the  Urban  District. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

North 

South 

East 

Central 

Total 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

8 

7 

5 

14 

34 

,,  Other  Forms  ... 

1 

2 

1 

• • • 

4 

Small  Pox 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

2 

27 

25 

77 

Diphtheria 

12 

30 

9 

16 

67 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

• . 

• • • 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

• • 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

4 

4 

7 

17 

49 

47 

47 

62 

206 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Occupations  of  Patients  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  : 

Pulmonary.  Males  — Coal  Miner,  4 ; Labourer  2 ; Bus  Conductor,  1 ; 

Cotton  Overlooker,  1 ; Foundry  Worker,  2 ; 
Meat  Purveyor,  1 ; Police  Constable,  1 ; Machi- 
nist, 1 ; Clerk,  1 ; Railway  worker,  1 ; Profes- 
sional, 1 ; No  occupation,  6.  Total  23. 

Females — Corset  Agent,  1 ; Housework,  1 ; Hosiery 
worker,  1 ; Laundress,  1 ; No  occupation,  8 ; 
Total  11. 

Non-Pulmonary.  No  occupation  : 1 male  and  3 females. 

Total  38. 

The  localisation  of  the  Disease  is  as  follows  ; 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Lungs 

23 

11 

84 

Glands 

1 

1 

2 

Joints 

• . 4 4.4 

1 

1 

Larynx 

... 

1 

1 

24 

14 

38 

Small  Pox  Cases,  1925. 

Total  nuinlier  of  cases  of  Small  Pox  notified  during  1925,  2. 

Number  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated,  0;  Number  vaccinated  in 
infancy,  0 ; Number  unvaccinated,  2. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1925,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Belper, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 
■with  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

69  Inspections  were  made — Factories  21  ; Workshops  48. 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  : 

Eeferred  to  No.  of 

Found  Eemedied.  H.M.  Insp.  Prosecut’ns 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  14  14 

Want  of  ventilation  

Overcrowding  ...  

AVant  of  drainage  of  floors  

Other  nuisances  ...  

Sanitary  accommodation — insuffi- 
cient, unsuitable  or  defective, 
not  separate  for  sexes  

14  14 

No  offences  have  been  found  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 


U5 

N 

0) 


U 

<e 

0) 

>» 

« 

X 

•OS) 

C 

u 

s 

>> 

-w 

le 

0 

0 

01 

•M 

CO 

>> 

d 

s 

«< 

-a 

a 


« 

a 

-p 

c< 

« 

Q 


« 

-p 

(« 

h 

I 

X 

fa 

n 


U 

m 

< 

H 


ri:: 

•*«»  K 
W ^ 
O ^ 


*e  3 
SX, 

§- 

C5 


3 « 


.2  « 

^ -M 

^ 5 

» S 

fi. 

o ^ 

Pi.r< 

, 

e 
o 


«o 


^ Oi 


s'! 

^ 3 

■S  g 

o 

o -^3 


60  ^ ij 
^ -W  ^ 

^ 3 vj 


"2 

5 


- 2^ 
ec  ^ 
S 

2 « 

50 

C 


S O *** 
§,.2 


•a 

n 

H H 

cs  *< 

^ M 

^ Q 

N iJ 

o 3 

P3  H 

N O 
&H  H 

fa 

O 

JO  88SnEQ 
pogi^iaoun 

o 

rH 

00  ^ 

11 

90 

*80S'B0 

ijs^nLuj 

cb 

7- 3 

5-9 

8- 9 

SI.U.JI'JOU.I^ 
IROipajij 
p9aaj8i38y 
Aq  p9g 
-ijJ9oqj«0Q 
JO'  99fnEQ 

921 

921 

93-0 

91  1 

Rate  per 

1000  Births. 

I Total 

De’ths 

under 

One 

Year. 

40 

79 

74 

67 

IDiar'hcea 

and 

Enteritii 

I (under 

2 years). 

■do 

901 

9-i 

8-01 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1000  Population. 

0OU0[O|^ 

o 

CO  CC  CO 

CO  "-r 

6 6 6 

Bzu.^ngai 

0-32 

0-30 

0-31 

0 23 

TJU9i[jqdiQ 

t>* 

o 

o 

0 09 

006 

0-11 

q8noo 

■Su;dooqA,V 

0-15 

0 18 

014 

019 

'jaja'Bog 

0-03 

0-03 

0.02 

0-02 

S8[SBaj^ 

0T3 

0T7 

015 

008 

xod-qmng 

000 

o o o 

o o p 

6 6 6 

.I9A9J 

OI.19JU5J 

100 

100 

TOO 

TOO 

All 

Cau.ses; 

1 

12-2 

12-2 

11-2 

11-7 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Total 

Popu- 

lation 

18-3 

18  8 

18  3 

18-0 

England  and  Wales 

105  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns, 
including  London. 

157  Smaller  Towns  (1921  Adjusted  Popu- 
lations 20,000 — 50,000) 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  1925. 


Mk.  Chaihman  and  Gentlemen, 

I liavc  tlie  pleasure  of  presentiiip;  to  you  my  Fifteenth  Annual 
Report,  together  with  a Statistical  Return  shewing  the  amount  of 
work  accomplislied  during  the  year. 

Before  proceeding  further  I wish  to  take  tlie  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  Members  and  Officials  of  the  Council  for  the  kindness 
shewn  to  me  dining  my  illness  in  the  first  part  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  1925,  339  Informal  and  28  Statutory  Notices 
have  been  served  on  Owners  and  Occupiers  of  property,  for  various 
N ui.saiK'es. 

Th'n'o  have  been  60  visits  paid  to  Dairies,  CowHhed.=!,  &c.,  55 
to  Bakehouses,  400  to  Slaughter-houses  and  Knackers’  Slaughter- 
honses,  44  to  Ollensive  Trades,  and  36  to  Common  Lodging  House. 

In  connection  with  tlie  above  enumeration  there  is  a consider- 
alile  amount  of  work  done  that  does  not  come  before  the  Committee. 
In  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Insjiector  I have 
tested  the  drains  to  new  buildings. 

Defective  waste  pipe.s,  traps,  inlets  and  drains  have  received 
attention,  and  no  fewer  than  40  nuisances  have  been  abated  in  this 
direction.  There  are  still  remaining  drains  and  traps  of  the  old- 
fashioned  typo  in  the  district,  but'  I am  ph  ased  to  state  that  they 
are  getting  less  each  ye.ir. 

Diain.s  obstructed  during  the  year  have  numbered  20  that  have 
come  under  my  notice,  and  I am  bound  to  stale  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  the  point  of  obstruction  has  been  at  the  interceptor,  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  fewer  obstructions  if  the  incer- 
ceptor  was  abolished  altogether,  also  in  addition  that  if  the  fresh  air 
inlet  was  laken  up  to  the  same  heiglit  as  the  outlet  we  should  get 
fewer  complaints  of  offensive  smells  arising  from  the  drains. 

The  conversion  of  privies  and  pails  have  not  been  as  many  as 
I anticipate  I there  would  be  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  year,  but 
I am  phaised  to  rei)ort  that  there  have  been  7 juivies  and  17  pails 
convert! d into  the  water  carriage  system.  During  the  last  five 
years  there  have  been  323  couversimis,  and  at  the  piesent  time  there 
are  approximalely  450  pails  and  40  privies  remaining  to  be  con- 
verteil.  There  are  a considerable  number  that  cannot  be  converted, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  sewer  to  connect  to,  taking  for 
instance  the  Broadholme,  Lane  End,  Dailey,  Sots  Hole,  Bent,  Shaw 
i.ane,  and  several  other  places. 
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I was  liDjxiful  lit  the  cominencem"-nt  of  the  year  that  tlie  Hop- 
ping Hill,  East  Gild  West  Terraces,  would  have  lieeii  done,  bub 
unfortunately  they  are  not.  If  this  work  had  been  done  we  should 
have  seen  a larger  numher  of  conversions. 

The  paving  of  yards  and  entries  have  been  proceeded  with, 
which  not  only  improves  the  appearance  of  the  ])rnperty  concerned, 
and  its  marketable  value,  but  has  a beneficid  effect  upon  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses  where  such  improvements  have 
taken  place.  The  concrete  paving  is  certainly  the  most  expensive 
at  the  outset,  but  is  far  the  cheapest  in  the  long  run.  One  cannot 
express  too  strongly  the  needs  of  paving  the  yards  and  entiie.s,  as 
the  pools  of  stagnant  water  lying  near  the  dwelling-houses  has  a 
deleterious  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  people. 

Old  windows  to  dwelling-houses  that  would  not  open  have  been 
re-placed  by  modern  ones.  In  my  opinion,  as  I have  often  stated 
before,  the  double  hung  .sash  window  is  far  the  best  for  efficient 
ventilation,  and  are  the  cheapest  in  the  long  run,  from  the  experi- 
ence that  I have  had.  Casement  windows  when  left  open  are  blown 
about  by  the  wind  and  come  unfastened,  and  eventually  there  comes 
a strong  gust,  of  wind  and  wrenclies  the  window  off  the  hinges,  and 
falls  to  the  ground  and  is  broken.  In  some  instances,  I am  pleased 
to  report,  the  owners  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  do  away 
with  the  idd  ami  obsolete  windows  and  re-placed  them  with  sash 
windows. 

1 would  suggest  at  this  point  that  when  plans  come  before  the 
Building  C'linmittee  shewing  casement  windows  to  the  dwelling- 
houses,  a recommendation  should  be  sent  to  the  prospective  builder 
asking  him  to  make  the  ujaper  poition  so  as  it  could  he  opened,  as 
w’ell  as  the  lower,  in  order  to  allow  the  vitiated  air  to  escape. 

HOUSING.  There  are  several  houses  that  one  would  like  to 
see  vacated,  owing  to  the  defective  and  ilila|)idated  condition  that 
they  are  in.  I refer  to  the  houses  at  liargate.  Mill  Lane,  and  the 
Fleet,  and  are  all  occupied,  and  nothing  short  of  a Demolition  Oreler 
shouhl  he  asked  for  when  the  time  comes  to  deal  with  the  above 
property. 

Overcrowding  exists  slightly,  but  as  there  are  no  houses  to  let 
the  question  of  the  aliatement  of  this  nuisance  has  to  go  by  the 
board,  but  I am  hoping  that  some  day  we  shall  l)e  able  to  deal  with 
them.  Houses  have  lieen  repaired  and  brought  up  to  modern 
requirements  in  several  instances  with  and  without  notices  on  the 
owner. 

Defective  cave  and  down  spouting  ha\e  received  attention. 
I am  at  a loss  to  understand  why  owners  of  [iropeity  (which  I am 
])leased  to  stite  are  few  in  number)  neglect  this  part  of  the  house, 
although  it  may  appear  only  a minor  matter,  but  if  allowed  to  go 
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unattendeil  it  causes  a gicalor  expense  tlian  wliat  tliey  realise,  for 
if  the  spouting  is  defective  tlie  rain  gets  into  the  walls  and  causes 
dampness  inside  the  dwelling,  the  plaster  perishes  and  has  to  he 
renewed,  therefore  it  is  much  the  best  policy  to  attend  to  this  detail 
m ihe  first  instance  and  curlail  expenses. 

Dirty  tenants  have  also  received  your  olfi  dals  attention.  These 
1 am  })leased  to  say  are  few  in  numljer,  hut  it  is  this  class  of  people 
that  causes  a lot  nf  tnuible,  and  require  constant  attention,  for  if 
they  are  requested  to  clean  their  house  to-day,  witliiu  a short  period 
they  have  to  lie  a.sked  to  clean  up  again,  and  it  is  only  by  short 
periodical  visits  by  your  In«|)ector  that  a reasonable  amount  of 
cleanliness  can  be  obtained  fi'oni  thi.s  class  of  people. 

Inspections  have  l)ccn  mabe  of  Cowsheds  in  your  di.strict,  and 
it  was  only  by  continual  writing  and  overtures  by  your  Insfiector 
that  a new  system  of  drains  to  the  cowbyres  and  other  building.s,  in 
one  instance  that  the  u'ork  was  carried  out.  In  connection  with 
the  j\lilk  Trade  I should  like  to  see  conveyances  of  the  purveyors 
of  milk  kept  in  a cleaner  condition. 

The  ruikchouses  in  ihe  district  have  also  received  attention. 
The-e  I am  pleased  to  report  are  well  kept,  and  there  has  not  been 
any  complaints  as  to  the  .sanitary  conditions  they  are  maintained. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  also  been  inspected.  The  Regula- 
tions that  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  192-5,  are  being  carried  out 
fairly  sati.-faclorily.  Tire  manure  and  olfals  are  deposited  in  metal 
contaim.-r.s,  and  are  removed  within  a sh  u t [leriod  after  the  slaughter- 
ing operations.  In  one  instance  there  is  a slaughter-house  where 
the  Regukuious  are  not  being  carried  out,  but  I am  given  to  under- 
stand that  as  soon  as  possible  this  will  be  altered. 

The  Common  Lodging  House  has  been  visited  on  many  occa- 
sions at  various  times  of  the  day,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  it 
is  well  conducted,  and  that  there  has  not  been  any  complaints. 


Household  RrrusE  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Undi'V  this  heading  a considerable  amount  of  time  and  thought 
has  been  given  by  your  Inspector.  The  cost  of  collection  of  dry 
refuse  for  the  year  works  out  at  G/6i  per  house.  The  cost  of  dis- 
posal at  the  Destructor  work  out  at  2/5i  [ler  house  for  the  year. 

Kight^oil  and  cesspool  emptying  has  accounted  for  £412  5s.  2d. 
In  the  first  item,  dry  refuse,  this  is  slightly  higher  than  lust  year, 
which  I anticipated,  but  I am  hopeful  that  we  shall  see  a decrease 
in  the  present  year’s  working. 

When  the  time  comes  round  for  the  letting  of  the  Contract  for 
scavenging  the  East  Ward  again  I would  strongly  recommend  that 
the  Council  undertake  to  do  all  the  collecting  of  dry  refuse  in  the 
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four  Wards,  and  Icl  tlio  collpctiou  of  iiiglitsoil  all  in  one  Contract. 
That  is  one  Coiitiactor  to  be  responsible  for  tbe  collection  of  the 
nightsoil  in  all  the  four  Wards,  which  I understand  can  be  dune  [in 
five  nights. 

The  receipts  for  salvage  of  sera])  iron,  (^c.,  for  the  year  amounted 
to  £9G  4s.  3d.  There  has  also  been  a nmiiber  of  loads  of  clinker 
sold.  The  receipts  have  been  accounted  for  in  tbe  Surveyor’s  Dept. 
In  addition  there  has  been  a considerable  amount  of  clinker  used 
for  road  formation  with  good  results,  ; also  a lot  of  small  clinker  was 
used  in  the  Winter  on  the  roads  during  frosty  conditions.  All  this 
must  tend  to  reduce  the  cost  of  disposing  of  the  Town’s  refuse. 

The  amount  of  refine  dispo.sed  of  during  the  year  is  approxi- 
mately 3,023  loads  ; in  addition  to  this  there  is  the  trade  refuse, 
which  I am  pleased  to  report  the  tradesmen  take  full  advantage,  as 
it  means  there  is  not  the  decayed  vegetable  and  animal  matter  lying 
about  the  premises  and  deposited  on  the  tips  as  that  has  been  the 
case  for  so  long. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Committee  for 
their  kind  consideration  of  the  Reports  that  have  been  submitted 
during  the  year. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


JOHN  A.  STATHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Helper  Urban  District  Council. 


A])!'!!,  192G. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Area  of  District,  3182.  E.stimated  Number  of  Houses,  2909. 

New  houses  erected  1925 — 39  by  private  enterprise 

Housing  and  Town  Planning. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Section  17,  90. 

Number  unfit  for  habitation,  3. 

Representations  made  to  Local  Autliority  as  to  Closing  Orders,  3. 

Closing  Orders  made,  3. 

Number  Demolished,  1. 

Has  a scheme  been  prepared — Yes. 

Number  of  Houses  proj^osed  in  scheme,  226. 

The  scheme  is  not  now  in  progress. 

Number  of  Houses  yet  to  be  completed  or  erected,  128. 

Nuisances 

luformul  Notices  Legal  Notices  abated, 
served  by  served  by  with  or  ivithout 

Sanitary  Inspector.  Local  Axitliority.  Notice. 

Drainage. 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe  ...  1 

Defective  "Waste  Pipe,  Traps,  Inlets, 

and  Drains  ...  ...  40  6 40 

Drains  obstructed  ...  ...  20  2 20 


Closets  and  Ashpits. 

Defective  privies,  ]iail  closets,  and 
ashpits  (not  for  conver.sion) 


Conversion  of  privies  into  W C.’s  ... 

1 

7 

7 

,,  of  I'ail  closets  into  W.C.’s 

/21 

5 

18 

Conversion  of  privies  into  pail  clo.sets 

• • • 

Defective  Water  Closets  ... 

6 

6 

Provision  of  additional  Water  Clo.sets 

• • • 

... 

Provision  of  portable  ash  bins 

160 

• • • 

160 

Dirty  closets 

20 

20 

her  Defects. 

Paving  of  courts  and  yards 

21 

5 

21 

Roofs,  eave-spouts,  and  down  sfxmts.. 

6 

G 

Siidcs  ... 

8 

. . . 

8 

Insufficient  ventilation 

5 

« • • 

5 

W'’indows 

30 

Dampness 

2 

2 

Water  in  Cellar.s 

, , , 

. • • 

. . . 

30 


Nil /)inv  rets 

Iii/tirmul  Nulirr.t  Tj'ij'iI  Nnlicrtt  nhal.'-s^ 

ttei’iirii  till  scrml  Inj  ■ini}i  nr  ii'ithuiit 

S'liii/ari/  Iiitsprrliii-.  Local  Aiilhorili/.  Notice. 


Water  supply  ... 

...  8 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  ... 

• . • 

Foul  condition  of  bouse  ... 

...  4 

1 

4 

Offensive  accumulations 

...  3 

1 

O 

O 

Animals  impro])erly  kei)t 

...  3 

3 

Pigsties 

...  1 

1 

1 

Smoke  nuisance 

...  1 

1 

Urinals 

...  1 

1 

1 

Nuisances  not  specilied  above 

...  6 

6 

339 

CO  I 

374 

Nuisances 
uhuteil  with  01 

Niiiiiher  on 

Inspections 

Notices  icitliout 

Reqisier. 

made. 

served. 

Not  ice 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milksbops.. 

42 

60 

1 

1 

Bakehouses 

12 

55 

6 

Slanghterbouses 

9 

400 

• • • 

Offensive  Trades 

20 

43 

... 

Common  Lodging-houses 

1 

36 

... 

... 

Totals  .. 

84 

594 

1 

7 

Infocti'il  Rooms  disinfected,  202,  Metliod — Formaldehyde  and  Sulphur. 

Samples  submitted  for  examination — Water,  4.  Milk,  Nil.  Sewage 
Effluents,  Nil. 

Prosecutions,  particulars  of  : Nil. 

Food  seizures  : Nil 

Food  voluntarily  surrendered  : 68  lbs.  of  beef,  35  lbs.  of  mutton,  10  lbs. 
of  sausages,  12  lbs.  of  tripe,  7 cases  of  pears,  74  tins  of  food  stuffs,  and 
5 carcases  of  cows  as  tuberculous. 
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